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ABSTRACT

GHOSTLY CRUISINGS: ENCOUNTERS IN THE CITY

DENIZ ATAKAN GURBUZ
CULTURAL STUDIES M.A. THESIS, DECEMBER 2023

Thesis Supervisor: Asst. Prof. AYSECAN TERZIOGLU

Keywords: ghosts, hauntology, minorities in Istanbul, Armenians, trans women

This thesis explores the lives and interactions of Armenians and trans women sex
workers in Istanbul through the lens of urban spaces and emotions, focusing on how
they relate to state violence and each other. First, it delves into the over century-
long history of Armenians subjected to dispossession, displacement, and (in)visible
violence practices in Beyoglu and Sisli, highlighting the erasure of their traces in
urban spaces through cemeteries. Simultaneously, it examines the cumulative in-
crease in violence against trans women sex workers in Beyoglu, documented since the
1970s, and their encounters with Armenians in the same spaces at different times,
aiming to establish a connection between these “accidental” encounters. Focusing
on the disruptive temporalities and uncertain emotions of past, present, and after-
lives, this study explores how Armenians and trans women can envision alternative
futures despite the state’s linear temporal framework and erasure policies, as well
as the cracks in this possibility. Subsequently, it delves into the spatial relation-
ships between Armenians and trans women in the Sisli district through semi-auto
ethnographic fieldwork. In particular, I discuss how Kurtulus evolved from an Ar-
menian neighborhood to a minority neighborhood through queering. In conclusion,
by looking at the everyday encounters of “others” who are haunting and who are
haunted by the state in different ways, the study aims to show that in post-genocidal
nation-state geography like Turkey, communities ghosted in terms of ethnicity and
sexuality cannot be evaluated separately but are intertwined.
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OZET

HAYALETIMSI CARKLAR: SEHIRDE KARSILASMALAR

DENIZ ATAKAN GURBUZ
KULTUREL CALISMALAR YUKSEK LISANS TEZI, ARALIK 2023

Tez Damsmant: Dr. Ogr. Uyesi AYSECAN TERZIOGLU

Anahtar Kelimeler: hayaletler, musallat, Istanbul’daki azinliklar, Kurtulus,

Ermeniler, trans kadinlar

Bu tez, Istanbul’daki Ermenilerin ve trans kadin seks iscilerinin yasamlarini ve
etkilesimlerini, devlet giddeti ve birbirleriyle nasil iligki kurduklarina odaklanarak,
mekénlar ve duygular merceginden incelemektedir. Oncelikle, Beyoglu ve Sisli’de
miilksiizlegtirme, yerinden edilme ve (goriiniir olmayan) siddet pratiklerine maruz
kalan Ermenilerin yiizyili agkin tarihini aragtiriyor ve kentsel mekanlardaki izlerinin
silinmesine mezarliklar tizerinden dikkat ¢ekiyorum. Eg zamanh olarak, 1970’lerden
bu yana belgelenen Beyoglu'ndaki trans kadin seks is¢ilerine yonelik siddet sarmalini
ve farkli zamanlarda ayni mekanlarda Ermenilerle kargilagmalarini inceleyerek, bu
“tesadiifi” kargilagmalar arasinda bir baglanti kurmayi amacliyorum. Geg¢mis, simdi
ve ardilyasamlarin yikici zamansalliklarina ve belirsiz duygularina odaklanan bu
caligma, devletin dogrusal zamansal ¢ergevesine ve silme politikalarina ragmen Er-
menilerin ve trans kadinlarin alternatif gelecekleri nasil tahayyiil edebildiklerini ve
ayni zamanda bu ihtimaldeki catlaklar1 arastiriyor. Ardindan, yari-otoetnografik
saha calismasiyla Sisli ilgesindeki Ermeniler ve trans kadinlar arasindaki mekansal
iligkileri inceliyorum. Ozellikle, Kurtulugun bir Ermeni mahallesinden queerleserek
azinlik mahallesine nasil evrildigini ele aliyorum. Sonug olarak, devletin farkh
sekillerde musallat oldugu “6tekilerin” giindelik kargilagmalarina bakarak, Tirkiye
gibi soykirim sonrasi bir ulus-devlet cografyasinda etnisite ve cinsellik agisindan hay-
aletlegtirilen topluluklarin ayri ayr1 degerlendirilemeyecegini, aksine i¢ ice gegtigini
gostermeyi amacliyorum.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am grateful to everyone who accompanied me and stood by me during this part of
my academic journey. First and foremost, I would like to express my gratitude to
my advisor, Aysecan Terzioglu, from whom I have learned so much. Her insightful
guidance and optimism turned every step of this research into an enlightening ex-
perience. I thank her for allowing me to express myself as I wanted and for helping
me find my own voice. I wish nothing more than that I could learn as much as I
can from her humble and sincere ways of teaching and guiding. I would also like
to thank Cenk Ozbay and Saygun Gokariksel, who kindly agreed to be part of my
jury. Their critical eye was invaluable in improving the work. Moreover, I would
like to extend my gratitude to Cenk Ozbay and Zeynep Giilru Goker for giving me
research experience as an assistant on their project and for their tremendous inspi-
ration to make me realize how to learn from academia and life. Also, special thanks
to Nora Tataryan Aslan for her wonderful guiding comments in the early stages of

the project.

I owe a debt of gratitude to my friends for reminding me of alternative kinships
and worlds. I am grateful to Ipek, my amazing companion from ODTU to Istanbul,
for her affectionate friendship that always opened space for me. Without Senem
and Ugurcan’s efforts, my adventure in Sigli might never have started, and maybe
this research would never have happened. I cannot thank Oykii(m) enough for her
contribution to this study in the name of empowerment and for inspiring me to
overcome my social anxieties. I feel fortunate that we always find ways to embrace
each other with an open heart, along with the sadness we hide behind our laughter.
I am also grateful to Atakan for not leaving my endless questions unanswered, even
from an engineer’s perspective. My high school gang Ceren, Tastepe and Irem,
what would I have done without the steps we took together when growing up was
unbearably painful. Also, a humble thanks to Melda for the maps she created for
this thesis and her sisterhood. And thank you, Cemre, Rada, Cansugiil, Duygu,
Ikra, Elvan and Ozge, I am glad you have been a part of my life.

Thank you, Berfin and Selcen; you have been my biggest partners in crime through-
out master’s. Without you, I don’t know how I would have survived two years at
Sabanci! And my other incredible cohort buddies, whom I will miss: Ege, Ekin,

Esma, Erin and Emily; thanks to their friendship and comradeship, the onerous

vi



burden has been eased slightly.

My deepest thanks go to Mehmet, my Nuld, for always believing in my journey more
than I do. I am grateful to him for hugging me with all my gidik and madi times,
giving me the strength to get up even when I was plumbing the depths, and making
me feel his unconditional love every moment. It is in your mirror that I found the

courage to write it.

Of course, most importantly, heartfelt thanks to all the girls of Sisli for allowing me
to listen to their lifetime as tezci lubunya and the Armenians for showing me the
invisible faces of the neighborhood. This research would not have happened without
the knowledge producers who dedicated their time and shared their (ghost) stories

with me.

Last but not least, I have to thank all the women, queers and feminist killjoys as
much as my life for reminding us to find the strength to speak up again and again
against those who haunt us and for showing how to fight without leaving anyone

behind. How crowded, how beautiful and how persistent we are!

Finally, my family, Nil, Orkun and Giince. I know we are not walking on the same
path, but I am sure this process would have been torture without your support.
Even when I think you are not there, I know you are with me somehow. And I

mean... Thank you (very hard to say sometimes).

My anneanne ve dede, Seyhan and Naim, I wrote this thesis mainly dedicated to
you, wholeheartedly.

vii



I love all beginnings, despite their anxiousness and their uncertainty, which belong
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-Rainer Maria Rilke
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Figure 1 - Ghost Map of BeyoS§lu and “i3li
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