THE ANATOLIAN
SELJUKS AND THE
OTTOMAN EMPIRE







142THE ANATOLIAN SELJUKS AND THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

T THE BEGINNING OF THE 11th century waves of
Turkish tribes began advancing into Anatolia
from the east, and after the Byzantine defeat at
Malazgirt in 1071 they settled in Anatolia in
large numbers. Around the same time Kutalmisoglu
Siilleymansah and his three brothers of the Arslan Yagbu
branch of the Great Seljuk Dynasty arrived in Anatolia,
for reasons that are still a matter of speculation. They |
found themselves in the midst of a Byzantine struggle for
succession, and allied first with Nicephorus Botaniates,
who was leading an uprising against Michael xvir in
Anatolia, and afterwards changed allegiance to Nice-
phorus Melissenus. When Alexius Comnenus overthrew
Michael xvr, Stileymansah did not withdraw from

F
the several fortresses, including Iznik, / ‘

which he had been defending on behalf %

of Melissenus, but proclaimed him-
self ruler of the region. In this way
[znik became the first capital

of the Anatolian Seljuk state.
Alexius was forced to reach a treaty
with Stilleymansah in 1081, under

which he recognised the new state.
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Siileymansah then led his army southeast, and between 1082 and 1084 captured
Tarsus, Adana, Anabarza and the entire Cilicia region. Antioch submitted
without a fight, but when he was besieging Aleppo in 1086, he was attacked
and killed by a Great Seljuk army. After a series of battles and upheavals
Stileymansah’s son Kilicarslan succeeded his father in 1092.

During the reign of Kiliarslan, the army of the First Crusade arrived
in Anatolia, besieged Iznik, and after capturing the city handed it over to
the Byzantines. Kilicarslan failed to halt the crusader army, although weak-
ening it considerably by repeated attacks, and the crusaders forced the Turks
to withdraw inland to the high plateaux. After the crusaders departed,
Kilicarslan moved his capital to Konya (Iconium), signed a treaty with the
Byzantines, and turned eastwards again.

Known as the Seljuks of Rum (Rome) or the Konya Seljuks, the Anatolian
Seljuk state survived until the beginning of the 14th century under the six-
teen sultans who followed Kiligarslan. They fought against the Byzantine and
crusader armies in the west and the Seljuks of Iran and Syria, Khwarizm, the
Ayyubids and Armenians in the east. The Anatolian Seljuks rose to the height
of their power under Sultan Alaeddin Keykubat 1 (1220-1237), conquering the
Mediterranean coast as far as Silifke, Mut and Ermenek, central Anatolia as
far as Eskisehir, and eastern Anatolia as far as Agri. The Armenians of Cilicia
and the Empire of Trebizond both became subject to the sultan of Konya.

The Anatolian Seljuks suffered a major defeat in the mid-13th century at
the hands of another power from the east, the Mongols, and from then on their
power steadily declined. The death of Sultan Mesut 111 in 1308 is generally taken
to mark the demise of the Anatolian Seljuk state, which was superseded by a
series of Turkish beylik — minor states or principalities. The beylik period was
marked by almost constant warfare, as the principalities jostled for supremacy,
until the smallest of all, the Osmanogullar1 Beylik, rapidly expanded from
principality to state and then to empire. The Ottoman Empire was to be the last
great imperial age in Anatolia.

The Anatolian Seljuks ruled in Anatolia for just over two centuries, but at
their height created one of the most striking civilisations in Anatolian history,
a synthesis of Iranian, Turkmen and local Anatolian culture. They built their
distinctive monuments in towns and cities all over Anatolia, notably mag-
nificent mosques and caravanserais; created new styles of decoration, epi-

tomised by their tilework and carving; and established a cultural milieu in

which great philosophers, poets and writers like Mevlana, Sultan Velet and
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Yunus Emre flourished. Despite their relatively brief period of political power,

the Seljuks stamped a lasting cultural mark on Anatolia.

After the Mongols defeated the Seljuks at the Battle of Késedag in 1243 and
established Ilkhanid rule in Anatolia, the Turkish clans began to migrate west-
wards to the Byzantine frontier. Between the late 13th and early 14th centuries
Turkmen warlords established numerous principalities on what had formerly
been Seljuk territory and on territory conquered from the Byzantines. One of
the most successful of these minor rulers was Osman Bey (d.1324), whose
frontier lands in northwest Anatolia encompassed Eskigehir, Sakarya and
Sogiit. The dynasty which he established was to rule for six centuries over one
of the largest empires in world history.

Atthe end of the 13th century Osman Bey was a liege lord of the Cobanogullart
Beylik, leading incursions into Byzantine territory. When this beylik made
peace with the Byzantines, the Turkish troops in the region united under the
command of Osman Bey, and this was one of the factors that prompted him
to declare his independence. Taking masterful advantage of local conditions,
the situation of the Byzantines, and the powerful influence of Muslim
dervishes, particularly his father-in-law Seyh Edebali, he rose to a position of
leadership among the commanders in the region, and began to capture
Byzantine villages, towns and fortresses. His military achievements not only
increased his territories, but encouraged soldiers, commanders and admin-
istrators from other Turkmen beyliks in the region to join him. The date when
Osman Bey proclaimed his independence is debatable, but historians gen-
erally take this to be the year 1299, and regard this as marking the founding of
the Ottoman state.

The Ottoman Beylik captured Bursa, one of the major cities in the Marmara
region, in 1326. Osman Bey died just before this new conquest, and was suc-
ceeded by his son Orhan Bey. While the beylik had expanded only into
Byzantine territory under Osman, his son began invading and annexing
neighbouring Turkmen territories. The first beylik to be swallowed up in
this way was the Karesi, whose lands included Balikesir, Canakkale and
Bergama. Some of the leading Karesi commanders swore allegiance to the

Ottomans and played important roles in the conquest of Rumelia — the

AN Balkan territories of the Ottoman Empire. An Ottoman army first

advanced into Rumelia during the reign of Orhan Bey in

‘I* : _ 1354, taking advantage of a Byzantine power struggle
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between the Palaiologans and Cantacuzenes. Orhan’s son Murad 1 (1326-1389)
continued the rapid Ottoman advance towards the Balkans, taking Edirne in
1363, and at the Battle of Sirpsingig) in 1364 won a crushing victory over a
combined army of various Balkan nations attempting to recover Edirne. The
doors to the Balkan peninsula were now open. At this time the Bulgarian and
Serbian kingdoms were racked by internal squabbles as well as being at war
with each other. Weary of the endless feudal strife, the Balkan people were ready
to accept Ottoman rule for the sake of peace, just as the Byzantine peasantry
had been. In a short time the Ottomans conquered Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia,
extending their frontiers as far as the Danube and nearly to Belgrade. Efforts by
the European states to halt this advance were thwarted by Ottoman victories at
the First Battle of Kosovo in 1389, Nigbolu in 1396, and the Second Battle of
Kosovo in 1448.

Having become firmly entrenched in the Balkans during the reign of
Murad 1, the Ottomans now turned their attention once more to Anatolia.
Murad 1's son Bayezid 1 incorporated the territories of all the Turkmen beyliks
in Anatolia, and seizing Sivas, Kayseri, Malatya and Elbistan, which had been
regarded as the possessions of Kadi Burhaneddin, extended his territory as far
as the Euphrates. But this expansion brought Bayezid face to face with Timur
(Tamerlane), under whom the dispossessed Turkmen lords had rallied, and the
Mongols defeated the Ottomans at the Battle of Ankara in 1402. Their Anatolian
territories dismantled, an interregnum of civil strife and wars of succession
began for the Ottomans. Some of the former Anatolian Turkmen beyliks took
advantage of the vacuum to re-form. Interestingly, however, the Balkan nations
did not similarly take this opportunity to cast off Ottoman rule.

This period of upheaval ended when Celebi Mehmed, one of the sons
of Bayezid 1, defeated his brothers and claimed the throne in 1413. During
the reigns of Mehmed 1 (1413—1421) and Murad 11 (1421-1444, 1446—1451) the
state regained its power. By the time Murad 11's son Mehmed 11 (1444-1446,
1451—1481) — the future conqueror of Constantinople — came to the throne, the
upheavals created by the Battle of Ankara were a thing of the past and the

Ottoman state was firmly established.

Mehmed 11 entered Constantinople on 29 May 1453 after a siege lasting less
than two months. He proclaimed the city the capital of the Ottoman state,
which was now on the brink of transformation into empire. First he moved

against those rulers who might lay claim to the Byzantine throne, conquering
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